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Highlight 
  
Bird flu takes flight again—why states are on alert | India Today Insight 
India Today – 6/01/21 
Thousands of dead birds in Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat trigger off a 
nation-wide alert. The WHO believes the current strain can mutate to become more contagious for humans. 

• Notification 
The country has been contacted by WAHIAD but notification has been yet sent through WAHIS. 

• Excerpt: 
The World Organisation for Animal Health has reported that between December 4 and 24, 74 new outbreaks 
of the avian flu in poultry were notified in 14 countries in Asia and Europe. The outbreaks are cause for 
concern worldwide as it can spread, even if not easily, to humans. 
  

Coronavirus digest: WHO rebukes China for blocking investigator entry 
DW – 5/01/21 
World Health Organization Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on Tuesday decried China's last-
minute decision to block investigators who are researching the origin of the coronavirus. 

• Excerpt: 
"Today, we learned that Chinese officials have not yet finalised the necessary permissions for the team's 
arrivals in China," Tedros told reporters in a rare rebuke of Beijing. "I am very disappointed with this news, 
given that two members had already begun their journeys and others were not able to travel at the last 
minute," he said. 
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Food Security Community Survey Will Study Food 
Security In Marion County 
wfyi Indianapolis – 6/01/21 
A new community survey aims to study food 
systems in all 25 Indianapolis City-County 
Council districts. Indianapolis’s Office of Public 
Health and Safety will lead the effort to examine 
food environments in all communities and 
provide a more indepth look at food security. 
  
Where are the women in food insecurity 
analysis? 
Devex – 4/01/21 
NEW YORK — Women are more likely to 
experience food insecurity than men, and the 
pandemic has exacerbated this divide. Women 
continue to shoulder more household 
responsibilities, but also now bear the burden of 
increased poverty and health risks. 
  

Link to Survey 
foodcomidarawl317.com 

Zoonosis Enfermedad X: La desconocida y 
potencialmente fatal nueva amenaza que 
mantiene en alerta a la OMS 
La Tercera – 6/01/21 
La misteriosa enfermedad ya está dentro del 
radar de la Organización Mundial de la Salud 
(OMS), entidad que año a año, junto a un comité 
de expertos, actualiza las enfermedades 

Excerpt 
“Lo que se sospecha es que sea de 
una fuente animal, y que las 
personas que estén en contacto 
cercano con estos animales serían 
los que se están enfermando, es 
muy parecido al hanta en ese 
sentido. La gente que tiene 
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infecciosas más amenazadoras que carecen de 
tratamientos y podrían afectar a la población. 
  

contacto cercano con el roedor, 
que es el reservorio (organismo 
que aloja el virus) es la que se 
enferma”, señala Retamal. 
  

Animal Health Zimbabwe reports increase in tick-borne 
diseases in cattle 
The Cattle Site – 6/01/21 
Multiple provinces in Zimbabwe are losing cattle 
due to tick-borne diseases, with ongoing 
outbreaks of January disease reported in 
Mashonaland West. 

  
Zimbabwe: Tick-Borne Diseases 

Increase 
All Africa – 6/01/21 

  
ABC-ARV pilot project to be expanded to 
eight wards 
The Hindu – 6/01/21 
The Animal Birth Control (ABC) and Anti Rabies 
Vaccination (ARV) programmes, which are 
currently being implemented on a pilot basis by 
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP), in two wards, Nagarbhavi in West zone 
and Herohalli in Rajarajeshwarinagar zone, is set 
to be rolled out to other parts of the city. 
  

  

COVID-19 Coronavirus digest: WHO rebukes China 
for blocking investigator entry 
DW – 5/01/21 
World Health Organization Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on Tuesday 
decried China's last-minute decision to block 
investigators who are researching the origin of 
the coronavirus. 
  
  
  
  
  
Covid: WHO team investigating virus 
origins denied entry to China 
BBC News – 6/01/21 
A World Health Organization (WHO) team due 
to investigate the origins of Covid-19 in the city 
of Wuhan has been denied entry to China. Two 
members were already en route, with the WHO 
saying the problem was a lack of visa clearances. 
  

China blocks WHO team investigating 
coronavirus origins 

Cnet – 5/01/21 
  
China niega haber impedido la entrada de 
la OMS para investigar el COVID-19 
Hoy - 6/01/21 

Excerpt: 
"Today, we learned that Chinese 
officials have not yet finalised the 
necessary permissions for the 
team's arrivals in China," Tedros 
told reporters in a rare rebuke of 
Beijing. "I am very disappointed 
with this news, given that two 
members had already begun their 
journeys and others were not able 
to travel at the last minute," he 
said. 
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China negó hoy haber impedido que un grupo de 
expertos de la Organización Mundial de la Salud 
(OMS) viajase al país para investigar los orígenes 
del coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 y aseguró que es 
algo sobre lo que las dos partes siguen 
negociando. 
  

Pekín niega haber impedido la entrada 
de la OMS para investigar la covid 

Hola News – 6/01/21 
  

China veta una misión científica de la 
OMS para investigar el origen del virus 

ABC Sociedad – 7/01/21 
  

El equipo de investigación de la OMS 
viaja a China sin los permisos necesarios 
France 24 - 6/01/21 
El equipo de epidemiólogos de la Organización 
Mundial de la Salud (OMS) partió hacia China 
para investigar el origen del Covid-19 a pesar de 
las trabas puestas por el gobierno asiático, sobre 
el que el director de la OMS, Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, aseguró estar "muy 
decepcionado" por no facilitar el permiso de 
llegada de algunos expertos de la misión. 
  

Avian Influenza 100,000 birds in NI to be culled due to 
avian flu outbreak 
News Letter – 6/01/21 
A mass cull of more than 100,000 birds is to take 
place following an outbreak of avian flu in 
Northern Ireland. The Department of 
Agriculture has confirmed that a strain of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been 
found in a poultry flock in Clough, Co Down. 
  
Bird flu takes flight again—why states are 
on alert | India Today Insight 
India Today – 6/01/21 
Thousands of dead birds in Rajasthan, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat 
trigger off a nation-wide alert. The WHO 
believes the current strain can mutate to 
become more contagious for humans. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Bird flu scare: Uttarakhand sounds alert 
as five birds die in 2 days 
Hindustan Times – 6/01/21 

Ireland (H5N8) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Notification 
The country has been contacted by 
WAHIAD but notification has been 
yet sent through WAHIS. 
  
Excerpt: 
The World Organisation for Animal 
Health has reported that between 
December 4 and 24, 74 new 
outbreaks of the avian flu in 
poultry were notified in 14 
countries in Asia and Europe. The 
outbreaks are cause for concern 
worldwide as it can spread, even if 
not easily, to humans. 
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While authorities maintain that no case of bird 
flu has yet been detected in the state, they are 
taking all precautions as several migratory birds 
are due to arrive 
  
India begins mass bird cull in response 
to avian flu outbreak 
CNN – 7/01/21 
New Delhi (CNN)India has begun culling tens of 
thousands of poultry birds after avian influenza 
was detected in ducks, crows and wild geese in 
at least a dozen locations across the country. 
  
Nine crows found dead in UP, amid bird 
flu scare in neighbouring states 
Outlook – 7/01/21 
Sonbhadra (UP) Jan 7 (PTI) Nine crows were 
found dead in Uttar Pradesh''s Sonbhadra 
district, amid cases of avian influenza in 
neighbouring Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, 
but officials said it seems like the birds died due 
to cold. 
  
20,000 migratory birds in Noida, task 
force formed amid flu fears 
The Times of India – 7/01/21 
NOIDA: The Noida administration and the forest 
and veterinary departments have constituted a 
task force that will watch out for symptoms of 
flu in migratory birds. The move comes against 
the backdrop of bird flu outbreaks in Kerala, 
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. 
  
Death of 200 chickens at Odisha farm 
stoke bird flu fears 
Down to Earth – 7/01/21 
Around 200 chickens in a poultry farm at 
Odisha's Khordha district died over January 6-7. 
This has fuelled fears of bird flu in the eastern 
state as news of bird deaths from the avian 
influenza virus in other parts of the country 
flood social media. 
  
Bird flu outbreak: Migratory birds under 
watch, forest & husbandry departs sound 
alert in Bijnor 
The Times of India – 7/01/21 
BIJNOR: In the wake of the bird flu outbreak in 
several states of the country, forest and 
husbandry departments have sounded alert in 
Bijnor district. 
  
No Possibility of Bird Flu Currently in 
Noida: District’s Chief Veterinary Officer 
India.com - 7/01/21 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
France (H5N8) 
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Avian influenza or bird flu outbreak has been 
reported at 12 epicentres in four states -- Kerala, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh -- while Haryana is on high alert due to 
unusual mortality at poultry farms in Panchkula. 
  

No possibility of bird flu in Gautam 
Buddh Nagar currently, says district''s 

chief veterinary officer 
Outlook – 7/01/21 

  
India's biggest poultry producer hits 2-
month low on bird flu outbreak 
Reuters – 7/01/21 
MUMBAI, Jan 7 (Reuters) - Shares of India's 
biggest poultry producer Venky's dropped more 
than 4% on Thursday to their lowest level in two 
months after an outbreak of avian influenza was 
reported in four states. 
  

India’s biggest poultry producer hits 
two-month low due to bird flu outbreak 

The Poultry Site – 7/01/21 
  

Grippe aviaire : déjà plus de 200 000 
canards abattus en France 
Le Monde – 5/01/21 
Le dernier bilan du ministère de l’agriculture fait 
état de 61 foyers de grippe aviaire en France au 
1er janvier, dont 48 dans les Landes ; 400 000 
canards supplémentaires sont en passe d’être 
abattus. 
  
France steps up duck cull as bird flu hits 
foie gras farms 
The local – 7/01/21 
French authorities plan to expand their culls of 
ducks reared for the controversial delicacy foie 
gras as an outbreak of bird flu rips through the 
southwest of the country, a producers' 
federation said Thursday. 
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African Swine Fever African swine fever reported in Manipur, 
illegal import of pigs blamed 
Hindustan Times – 5/01/21 
The contagious African Swine Fever (ASF) has 
been reported in Manipur, said officials, 
assuring that the situation is under control. 
Director of state veterinary and Animal 
husbandry Dr Chaoba Singh said that the disease 
has been detected in the Salungpham area in 
Thoubal district and Nongmaiching 
Chingkhong(Wakha) area in Imphal East district. 
  
India contends with ASF outbreak 
The Pig Site – 6/01/21 
According to reporting in the Hindustan Times, 
the Director of Manipur state veterinary and 
animal husbandry Dr Chaoba Singh said that the 
disease was detected in multiple areas of the 
Imphal East district and that the situation is 
under control. 
  
Pork trade threatened for sixth year by 
African Swine Fever (ASF) 
Food Safety News – 6/01/21 
Before 2016, African Swine Fever hadn’t been 
seen in Europe since 1985, but as the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) turned its 
calendars over to 2021, the highly contagious 
disease was expected to show up for a sixth 
straight year. 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Excerpt: 
“The global pattern of distribution 
of ASF in this period (December 
2020) reveals a serious 
deterioration due to the spread of 
the disease, mainly in Europe and 
Asia, after the first occurrence in 
China in 2018,” the international 
report says.  OIE says through its 
Global Steering Committee, it 
needs to empower regional 
alliances in the fight against 
transboundary animal diseases. 
  

Rabies Rabies vaccinations for Qumbu animals 
after cow attack killed woman 
Times Live - 5/01/21 
Cows and other domestic animals in the Qumbu 
region of the Eastern Cape will be vaccinated 
against rabies from Wednesday after a cow bit 
the leg of a schoolteacher who subsequently 
died. 
  

  

Aquatic Animals Xelect and Yalelo aim to develop new Nile 
tilapia strains 
The Fish Site – 7/01/21 
FirstWave Group, Africa’s largest tilapia 
producer, recently signed a partnership 
agreement with Xelect to develop local high-
performance tilapia breeds. The programme will 
cover Nile tilapia for FirstWave’s operating 
companies, Yalelo Zambia and Yalelo Uganda. 
  
Registration opens for FAO’s global 
aquaculture conference 
The Fish Site – 6/01/21 
The FAO’s Global Conference on Aquaculture 
Millennium +20 (GCA +20), which can be 
attended either virtually or in person, is now 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Conference Website 
https://aquaculture2020.org/ 
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open for registration. Originally planned for 
October 2020, but postponed due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, the GCA will now be held from 22–
27 September 2021 in Shanghai. 
  
Pandemic boosts interest in aquaculture 
innovation 
The Fish Site – 7/01/21 
Membership of the Scottish Aquaculture 
Innovation Centre (SAIC) consortium has grown 
by around 25 percent in the last 12 months as 
the sector has looked to increase connections, 
deliver greater adoption of technology, and 
encourage new ways of working since the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
  

Veterinary Products     

AMR Two-pronged approach to combat 
antibiotic resistance 
Labonline – 7/01/21 
Scientists from the US-based Wistar Institute 
have discovered a new class of compounds that 
combine direct antibiotic killing of pan drug-
resistant bacterial pathogens with a 
simultaneous rapid immune response for 
combating antimicrobial resistance (AMR), 
publishing their findings in the journal Nature. 
  

Related Study 
IspH inhibitors kill Gram-
negative bacteria and mobilize 
immune clearance 
Nature – 23/12/20 

International Trade UPDATE 2-China suspends imports from 
Brazil pork plant over coronavirus 
concerns 
Reuters – 5/01/21 
SAO PAULO/BEIJING, Jan 4 (Reuters) - China has 
suspended imports from a Brazilian pork plant 
operated by privately owned Aurora Alimentos 
over coronavirus concerns, according to a 
statement from a meat trade group on Monday. 
  

China suspends imports from Brazilian 
pork plant due to COVID-19 concerns 

The Pig Site - 5/01/21 
  
China suspends poultry imports from 
France due to bird flu 
Reuters - 6/01/21 
(Reuters) - China has stopped poultry imports 
from France due to highly pathogenic H5N8 bird 
flu from Jan. 5 to protect the country’s animal 
husbandry sector, the General Administration of 
Customs said on Wednesday. 
  
China suspends more European poultry 

imports due to H5N8 
The Poultry Site – 7/01/21 
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