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Highlight 
  
Pets DON’T need to be vaccinated against Covid 
Pet Business Word- 26/01/2021 
The British Veterinary Association has urged pet owners not to panic following reports that 
domesticated animals might need to be vaccinated against covid-19 to help curb the spread 
of infection. 
  

• Excerpt: “The situation is continually monitored by the World Organisation for 
Animal Health and our chief veterinary officers, who will be able to advise if and 
when the evidence changes”. 

• OIE COVID Portal: Are animals responsible for COVID-19 cases in people? 
  
Voices: Dr. Lesa Thompson 
Hokkaido University 28/01/2021 
As a member of the One Health team at the OIE RRAP, my main role is implementing various 
activities to support OIE Members under the One Health concept, and to support them in 
collaboration with our partner organizations. 
  

• Excerpt: “The OIE has a global network of 263 Reference Laboratories covering 110 
diseases or scientific topics in 37 countries. Hokkaido University’s Research Center 
for Zoonosis Control (CZC) is an OIE Reference Laboratory for highly pathogenic 
avian influenza and low pathogenic avian influenza (poultry)”. 

  
Antibodies periodically wax and wane in survivors of Ebola 
Nature- 27/01/2021 
For those fortunate enough to have survived a deadly disease, a vital question remains: 
how long does their hard-earned immunity last? Tracking of antibodies in Ebola survivors 
reveals a surprising pattern. 
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Biosecurity Beef cattle biosecurity plan for disease 
prevention 
Beef Magazine- 27/01/2021 
The goal of this program is to provide beef 
producers with the information needed 
to implement biosecurity plans. It 
provides an opportunity for producers to 
have conversations with their 
veterinarians and extension agents. 

  

One Health Voices: Dr. Lesa Thompson 
Hokkaido University 28/01/2021 

Excerpt: 

https://www.petbusinessworld.co.uk/news/feed/pets-don---t-need-to-be-vaccinated-against-covid
https://www.oie.int/scientific-expertise/specific-information-and-recommendations/questions-and-answers-on-2019novel-coronavirus/
https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/blog/vol-3-voices-dr-lesa-thompson/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03044-3
https://www.beefmagazine.com/management/beef-cattle-biosecurity-plan-disease-prevention
https://www.beefmagazine.com/management/beef-cattle-biosecurity-plan-disease-prevention
https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/blog/vol-3-voices-dr-lesa-thompson/


As a member of the One Health team at 
the OIE RRAP, my main role is 
implementing various activities to 
support OIE Members under the One 
Health concept, and to support them in 
collaboration with our partner 
organizations. 

“The OIE has a global 
network of 263 
Reference Laboratories 
covering 110 diseases or 
scientific topics in 37 
countries. Hokkaido 
University’s Research 
Center for Zoonosis 
Control (CZC) is an OIE 
Reference Laboratory for 
highly pathogenic avian 
influenza and low 
pathogenic avian 
influenza (poultry)”. 
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China's new animal health rules alone 
won't stop zoonotic outbreaks, experts 
warn 
Li said existing laws were already strong 
enough to have prevented both the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the Sars epidemic 
but that rules largely were not followed 
or enforced. Anyone raising captive bred 
wildlife must already ensure that animals 
pass health inspections and quarantines, 
but these rules are not strictly followed 
within the wildlife farming community, he 
said. 
  
  
Pets DON’T need to be vaccinated 
against covid 
Pet Business Word- 26/01/2021 
The British Veterinary Association has 
urged pet owners not to panic following 
reports that domesticated animals might 
need to be vaccinated against covid-19 to 
help curb the spread of infection. 
  
Animals Can Get Covid-19, Too. Without 
Government Action, That Could Make 
the Coronavirus Harder to Control 
Inside Climate News- 27/01/2021 
Scientists like McNamara say there’s an 
increasingly urgent need to figure out 
which animals can not only contract but 
also transmit the virus. If enough animals 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Excerpt: 
“The situation is 
continually monitored by 
the World Organisation 
for Animal Health and 
our chief veterinary 
officers, who will be able 
to advise if and when the 
evidence changes”. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/26/chinas-new-animal-health-rules-alone-wont-stop-zoonotic-outbreaks-experts-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/26/chinas-new-animal-health-rules-alone-wont-stop-zoonotic-outbreaks-experts-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/26/chinas-new-animal-health-rules-alone-wont-stop-zoonotic-outbreaks-experts-warn
https://www.petbusinessworld.co.uk/news/feed/pets-don---t-need-to-be-vaccinated-against-covid
https://www.petbusinessworld.co.uk/news/feed/pets-don---t-need-to-be-vaccinated-against-covid
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27012021/animals-covid-19-control/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27012021/animals-covid-19-control/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27012021/animals-covid-19-control/
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become reservoirs of infection, and allow 
the virus to move easily between animals 
and people, it will be much harder to 
control the pandemic. 
  
Scientists liken long Covid symptoms to 
those of Ebola survivors 
The Guardian- 28/01/2021 
Scientists are studying the similarities 
between long Covid and ongoing 
symptoms experienced by survivors of 
Ebola and Chikungunya virus in the hope 
of devising new treatments to improve 
their health. 
  
The Coronavirus 10 Times More Deadly 
Than COVID 
Pulizter Center- 26/01/2021 
One animal that is capturing scientists’ 
fascination – and fear – is the camel. 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (Mers), 
a novel coronavirus that so far has proven 
to be at least 10 times more deadly than 
Covid-19. It was discovered in Saudi 
Arabia in 2012. 
  
Antibodies periodically wax and wane in 
survivors of Ebola 
Nature- 27/01/2021 
For those fortunate enough to have 
survived a deadly disease, a vital question 
remains: how long does their hard-
earned immunity last? Tracking of 
antibodies in Ebola survivors reveals a 
surprising pattern. 
  

Le virus Ebola survit-il chez les 
survivants ? 

Sciences et Avenir- 28/01/2021 
  
Lessons from the host defences of bats, 
a unique viral reservoir 
Nature- 27/01/2021 
There have been several major outbreaks 
of emerging viral diseases, including 
Hendra, Nipah, Marburg and Ebola virus 
diseases, severe acute respiratory 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jan/28/scientists-liken-long-covid-symptoms-to-those-of-ebola-survivors
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jan/28/scientists-liken-long-covid-symptoms-to-those-of-ebola-survivors
https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/coronavirus-10-times-more-deadly-covid-0
https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/coronavirus-10-times-more-deadly-covid-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03044-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03044-3
https://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/sante/le-virus-ebola-survit-il-chez-les-survivants_151288
https://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/sante/le-virus-ebola-survit-il-chez-les-survivants_151288
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-03128-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-03128-0


syndrome (SARS) and Middle East 
respiratory syndrome (MERS)—as well as 
the current pandemic of coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19). Notably, all of 
these outbreaks have been linked to 
suspected zoonotic transmission of bat-
borne viruses.  

Animal Health  
  

Avian Influenza 

  
. 
9 states confirm outbreak of bird flu in 
poultry birds 
The Econmic Times- 27/01/2021 
The centre, on Wednesday, confirmed 
outbreak of bird flu in poultry across 9 
states - Kerala, Haryana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, 
Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab. 

  
  
India (H5N8) 
Czech Republic (H5N8) 
France (H5N8) 

African Swine 
Fever 

Editorial: The other disease 
The Sun Star- 27/01/2021 
Since its first outbreak in the country, 
outbreaks of ASF were reported in Luzon 
and Mindanao. This has led to the culling 
of thousands of pigs. Based on the 
Department of Agriculture's (DA) report 
to the OIE, over 300,000 swine have 
been culled in Luzon as of August 2020. 
  
ASFv mutation in China: What does it 
mean on-farm? 
Pig Progress- 25/01/2021 
ASF virus appears to be popping up in a 
mutated form. Dr E. Wayne Johnson, 
veterinarian in Beijing, describes what he 
sees happening on farms. 
  
Swine Fever Will Take Around Two 
Years To Be Completely Controlled 
The Assam Tribune- 25/01/2021 
A source further informed that the 
communication has already made with 
the World Organisation for Animal 
Health seeking permission to reintroduce 
pig farming in the ASF- affected areas. 
But it will take a long time to get the 
permission, as the process is very tough 
and lengthy. 

Excerpt:  
“According to the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE), the African 
Swine Fever (ASF) is a 
highly contagious 
hemorrhagic viral 
disease of domestic and 
wild pigs”. 
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https://www.pigprogress.net/Health/Articles/2021/1/ASFv-mutation-in-China-What-does-it-mean-on-farm-700691E/
https://www.pigprogress.net/Health/Articles/2021/1/ASFv-mutation-in-China-What-does-it-mean-on-farm-700691E/
https://assamtribune.com/untitled-138/
https://assamtribune.com/untitled-138/


      

Canine Ehrlichiosis How to protect your dog from canine 
ehrlichiosis, a new deadly disease spread 
through ticks 
The Guardian- 28/01/2021 
A life-threatening disease has emerged in 
northern Australia, one that’s cause for 
considerable alarm for the millions of dog 
owners around the country. This disease 
– canine ehrlichiosis – is transmitted 
through the bite of a bacterium-carrying 
parasite called the “brown dog tick”. 

  

Veterinary 
Products 

    

AMR Africa: Prominent Global Leaders in 
Science, Industry and Government Meet 
to Step Up Fight Against Antimicrobial 
Resistance 
All Africa- 26/01/2021 
Antimicrobial drugs are key in the 
treatment of diseases, and their use is 
essential to protect both human and 
animal health. However, antimicrobials 
misuse and management is a major 
concern as a risk for emergence and 
spread of antimicrobial resistant micro-
organism. 

Excerpt: 
“OIE's Director General 
Monique Eloit said that 
the Group's expertise 
could help advocate the 
prudent and responsible 
use of antimicrobials, 
and the professional 
oversight of their use in 
all sectors. She pointed 
to the fight against AMR 
being a perfect example 
of a concrete application 
of the One Health 
multisectoral approach 
at global and national 
levels”. 

Livestock   
L’élevage industriel, prochaine source de 
pandémie ? 
National Geographic France- 27/01/2021 
On observe des épidémies de façon 
incessante dans les élevages. 
Standardisation et promiscuité des bêtes 
ont transformé les fermes en véritables 
poudrières. Les flambées infectieuses se 
propagent et ne sont pas sans risque pour 
notre santé. 
  
  
EU revealed to be world's biggest live 
animal exporter 
The Guardian-  27/01/2021 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/28/how-to-protect-your-dog-from-canine-ehrlichiosis-a-new-deadly-disease-spread-through-ticks
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https://allafrica.com/stories/202101270343.html
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https://allafrica.com/stories/202101270343.html
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The global trade in live farm animals – 
worth more than $20bn (£14bn) a year – 
was revealed by a Guardian investigation 
last year to have more than quadrupled in 
size over the past 50 years. However, 
inadequate regulation means that 
animals might be put at risk on some 
journeys, or exposed to cruelty when they 
reach their destination. 
  

Biodiversity Uganda's Illegal Wildlife Traders 
Undeterred By Covid-19 Restrictions 
All Africa- 25/01/2021 
Measures to help curb the spread of 
COVID-19 in Uganda - such as restrictions 
on movement - apparently have not 
deterred the illegal international wildlife 
trade. The demand for traditional wildlife 
products (such as pangolin scales) and 
newer ones has continued, with 
numerous arrests made last year. 
  
How much is an elephant worth? Meet 
the ecologists doing the sums 
The Guardian- 28/01/2021 
What are the economic consequences of 
the complete deforestation of the 
Amazon rainforest, the global eradication 
of insects or the total desertification of 
the Mediterranean region? £100bn? 
£4tn? Are these meaningful numbers? 
Who pays for it? Will we be able to follow 
the lead of climate litigation and sue for 
the destruction of nature? These are 
questions being posed by a growing 
number of financiers, including Sylvain 
Vanston, head of Climate Change and 
Biodiversity for the French insurer Axa. 
  
Bison rangers required to manage 
introduction of UK’s first herd in 6,000 
years 
The Independent- 28/01/2021 
After an absence of 6,000 years, bison are 
set to be reintroduced to the UK, 
prompting recruitment for the UK’s first 
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dedicated rangers to help manage the 
return of the massive mammals. 
  
Badger culls will end after next year, 
ministers promise – as figures show at 
least 38,642 were killed last year 
The Independent- 28/01/2021 
Mass badger culling will end after next 
year, the government has signalled, after 
years of controversy about the 
practice.The cull was designed to reduce 
the transmission of tuberculosis (TB) from 
badgers to cattle. 

Climate Change   
Climate crisis: world is at its hottest for 
at least 12,000 years – study 
The Guardian- 27/01/2021 
The planet is hotter now than it has been 
for at least 12,000 years, a period 
spanning the entire development of 
human civilisation, according to research. 
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