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Highlight 
  
OIE's Global Burden of Animal Disease (GBAD) research programme secures more funding 
The Cattle Site – 24/01/21 
Animal health researchers from the GBADs programme have secured $7 million in funding 
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the UK's Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office to explore and measure animal health burdens and their impacts on 
human lives and economies. 
  

• Excerpt: “It is more evident now for everyone that animal health and public health 
are interconnected and play an essential role in building a sustainable and healthy 
planet. Especially, if we succeed in incorporating the environmental and 
socioeconomic components”, said Dr Monique Eloit, OIE Director General. 

• OIE Press Release: Launch of the multi-year, multi-partner Global Burden of 
Animal Diseases programme – 19/01/21 
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Animal Welfare USDA backs production of domestic FMD 
vaccine 
The Pig Site – 25/01/21 
USDA recently approved a petition for the 
production of a Foot-and-Mouth (FMD) 
disease vaccine on the United States 
mainland. Currently, all FMD vaccines are 
produced overseas. If this vaccine were to 
complete development and become 
licensed, it would provide a domestic 
option for production in the event of an 
outbreak. 
  
Germany Approves Draft Law To Ban 
Culling Of Male Chicks By 2022 
Plant Based News – 22/01/21 
Germany moves closer to banning the 
mass culling of male chicks. This week, the 
country’s Cabinet approved a draft law 
that will prohibit the controversial 
practice from January 1, 2022. 
  
L'élevage s'ouvre petit à petit au bien-
être animal 
Sciences et Avenir – 23/01/21 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Excerpt: ‘A significant 
step forward’ According 
to The Guardian, 
agriculture minister Julia 
Klöckner says the move 
is ‘a significant step 
forward for animal 
welfare’. 

https://thecattlesite.com/news/56439/oies-global-burden-of-animal-disease-gbad-research-programme-secures-more-funding/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/launch-of-the-multi-year-multi-partner-global-burden-of-animal-diseases-programme/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/launch-of-the-multi-year-multi-partner-global-burden-of-animal-diseases-programme/
https://www.thepigsite.com/news/2021/01/usda-backs-production-of-domestic-fmd-vaccine
https://www.thepigsite.com/news/2021/01/usda-backs-production-of-domestic-fmd-vaccine
https://plantbasednews.org/culture/ethics/germany-approves-draft-law-to-ban-culling-of-male-chicks-by-2022/
https://plantbasednews.org/culture/ethics/germany-approves-draft-law-to-ban-culling-of-male-chicks-by-2022/
https://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/animaux/animaux-d-elevage/la-ferme-s-ouvre-un-peu-au-bien-etre-animal_151078
https://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/animaux/animaux-d-elevage/la-ferme-s-ouvre-un-peu-au-bien-etre-animal_151078


De nombreuses études 
comportementales concluent que les 
vaches, porcs et volailles sont bien dotés 
d'une conscience et ressentent des 
émotions. Des preuves scientifiques qui 
commencent à contribuer à mettre en 
place de meilleures conditions d'élevage 
industriel. 

Health Security Work Programme 2021 of the EU 
Initiative on Health Security 
ECDC – 22/01/21 
On 27 March 2020, the European 
Commission Directorate-General for 
Neighbourhood and Enlargement 
Negotiations (DG NEAR) and ECDC signed 
an agreement for the implementation of 
the EU Initiative on Health Security. 
  
Amended animal epidemic control law 
bans slaughtering of livestock in markets 
Global Times – 25/01/21 
China's top legislature during its latest 
meeting reviewed and passed the 
amended Animal Epidemic Prevention 
Law, which bans slaughtering of livestock 
in markets in certain areas and 
emphasizes management of pet animals 
and stray animals. 
  

  

Food Safety Our poultry safety regulation isn’t 
working: It’s past time to fix it 
Food Safety News – 25/01/21  
Twenty-five years ago, when I was 
administrator of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS), I helped put in place a new 
food safety regulatory program to 
prevent foodborne illness from meat and 
poultry.  We created this program in 
response to the tragically historic 1992-93 
illness outbreak caused by ground beef 
contaminated with a particularly 
dangerous type of E. coli called E. coli 
O157:H7. 
  
Researchers explore Campylobacter 
resistance in chickens 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Related Study  
Quantitative trait loci 
and transcriptome 
signatures associated 
with avian heritable 
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Food Safety News – 23/01/21 
Scientists have revealed how genes 
influence chickens’ resistance to 
Campylobacter. Their study, published in 
the Scientific Reports journal, also 
identified that when designing control 
strategies for the bacteria non-genetic 
factors should be taken into account. 
  

resistance to 
Campylobacter 
Scientific Reports – 
12/01/21 

Emerging Disease 
  
  
  
  
  
  

COVID-19 

Tracking transboundary and emerging 
diseases 
AgriLife Today – 22/01/21 
Transboundary and emerging diseases 
are constant threats to the livestock 
industry. Even as biosafety measures 
have evolved, there is always the 
lingering threat of highly contagious or 
newly discovered diseases impacting 
animal health. 
  
Early Animal Studies Yield Promise for 
New Potential COVID-19 Vaccine 
Pork Business – 22/01/21 
Studies carried out by The Pirbright 
Institute and the University of Oxford 
have shown that Oxford’s new potential 
vaccine against COVID-19, named RBD-
SpyVLP, produces a strong antibody 
response in mice and pigs. Researchers 
say this could be vital information to 
further development of vaccines. 
  
The Coronavirus Kills Mink, So They Too 
May Get a Vaccine 
The New York Times – 24/021/21 
At least two American companies, as well 
as Russian researchers, are working on 
coronavirus vaccines for mink. The 
animals have grown sick and died in large 
numbers from the virus, which they have 
also passed back to people in mutated 
form. 
  
Covid-19 : le vison est-il responsable de 
la transmission du virus à l'homme? 
Le Journal du Dimanche – 22/01/21 
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Les chercheurs au Centre de coopération 
internationale en recherche agronomique 
pour le développement (Cirad), François 
Roger, Alexis Delabouglise et Marisa 
Peyre, ainsi que Benjamin Roche, de 
l'institut de recherche pour le 
développement (IRD), analysent 
comment des élevages de visons auraient 
pu servir d’intermédiaire entre la chauve-
souris et l’homme dans le cas du SARS-
CoV-2. 
  
What Happens If COVID-19 Gets Loose in 
the Wild? 
Science – 25/01/21 
Over the course of the COVID-19 
pandemic, researchers have found 
coronavirus infections in pet cats and 
dogs and in multiple zoo animals, 
including big cats and gorillas. These 
infections have even happened when 
staff were using personal protective 
equipment. 
  
SF Zoo Launches Initiative to Reduce 
Risks Around Zoonotic Diseases 
NBC – 23/01/21 
As the COVID-19 pandemic endures, and 
because the virus is suspected to have 
been initially transmitted from an animal 
to a human, zoo officials said the 
campaign to educate people and reduce 
risks is urgently needed. 
  
COVID-19 transmission from human to 
animal prompt concerns 
Korean Times – 25/01/21 
Concern is rising over possible COVID-19 
transmissions between humans and 
animals after Korea reported its first case 
of a pet testing positive for the virus. The 
health authorities confirmed, Sunday, 
that a kitten at a religious facility in Jinju, 
South Gyeongsang Province, tested 
positive for the coronavirus Thursday. 
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Una granja de visones de La Coruña 
registra otro brote de coronavirus 
El Mundo – 21/01/21 
Se trata del segundo foco en 
explotaciones de visones de España. La 
Xunta de Galicia ha informado de la 
situación al Ministerio de Agricultura y en 
los próximos días serán sacrificados todos 
los animales 
  

Animal Health With increase in rainfall, pay attention to 
cases of bovine leptospirosis 
The Beef Site – 25/01/21 
The intensification of rains in this period 
is conducive to the proliferation of 
different disease-causing 
microorganisms, such as leptospirosis, 
which affects several species of animals, 
including cattle. 
  
Fall armyworm: emerging pest affecting 
Australia's dairy farms 
The Cattle Site – 25/01/21 
Fall Armyworm (FAW) is a recently 
detected plant pest in Australia that has 
the potential to cause significant damage 
to a wide range of crops. It first appeared 
in Australia in early 2020 and has now 
been detected in Queensland, NSW and 
Western Australia. 
  
Tick grease saves livestock 
The Herald – 25/01/21 
Far fewer cattle died from January 
Disease, more formally known as 
theileriosisas this time around, as over 
350 000 households countrywide in tick-
borne hot spots received tick grease, the 
Department of Veterinary Services (DVS) 
has said. 
  

  

Avian Influenza 4 cases of bird flu in crows confirmed in 
4 Kashmir districts 
Greater Kashmir – 24/01/21 
Three days after the J&K administration 
lifted ban on import of poultry, the 
central government has confirmed four 

India (H5N8) 
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cases of avian flu in dead crows in four 
districts of Kashmir. 
  
Czech Republic reports H5N8 bird flu 
outbreak at poultry farm 
Reuters – 22/01/21 
The Czech Republic recorded an H5N8 
bird flu outbreak at a small farm in the 
south of the country, killing around half of 
a 30-bird flock, the State Veterinary 
Administration said on Friday. 
  
Haute-Garonne. Un foyer de grippe 
aviaire identifié, tous les volatiles 
abattus 
Ouest France – 25/01/21 
L’influenza aviaire de type H5N8 a été 
détectée à Grenade, a annoncé la 
préfecture de Haute-Garonne vendredi 
22 janvier. Tous les animaux d’une 
exploitation ont été abattus. Il s’agit du 
premier foyer identifié dans le 
département. Plus d’un million de 
volailles ont dû être euthanasiées en 
France depuis le début de la crise. 
  
Bird flu: All you need to know about the 
origin, human cases, and tips to prevent 
the viral infection 
Times Now News – 25/01/21 
The bird flu, also known as Avian 
influenza, is a disease that has now put 
people on high-alert in some parts of the 
world, including India. Many states in the 
country have reported bird flu cases 
among the birds. The major reason for 
concern is that the virus can be 
transmitted to humans as well, and can 
cause disease. With the world already 
battling the COVID-19 disease since over 
a year, just the thought of another 
infection to deal with is scary, and 
therefore, people are being extra 
cautious and following all tips to steer 
clear of the bird flu. 
  

  
Czech Republic (H5N8) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
France (H5N8) 
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UAE bans import of eggs, live birds from 
UK and Netherlands 
Gulf Business – 25/01/21 
The UAE has indefinitely banned the 
import of all live domestic and wild birds, 
ornamental birds, chicks and hatching 
eggs and their thermally non treated 
products from the UK and Netherlands. 
The announcement was made by the 
UAE’s Ministry of Climate Change and 
Environment (MoCCAE) on Monday 
afternoon. 
  

African Swine 
Fever 

Vietnam develops an ASF vaccine. What 
is the context? 
Pig Progress – 22/01/21 
Over the last few months, various 
Vietnamese media have reported that the 
country is working on a vaccine against 
African Swine Fever (ASF). When digging 
deeper to understand the context, it is 
clear that research is going on at many 
places – but most is happening behind the 
scenes. 
  
New China swine fever strains point to 
unlicensed vaccines 
Reuters – 22/01/21 
A new form of African swine fever 
identified in Chinese pig farms is most 
likely caused by illicit vaccines, industry 
insiders say, a fresh blow to the world’s 
largest pork producer, still recovering 
from a devastating epidemic of the virus. 

New strain of African 
swine fever hits 

prominent pig producer in 
China 

Pig World – 22/01/21 
  
Leyte town bans selling of live hogs, pork 
amid ASF threat 
Philippines News Agency – 23/01/21 
TACLOBAN CITY – The town of Burauen in 
Leyte has banned the selling of live hogs 
and pork due to the threat of African 
swine fever (ASF) in the province. 
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1128315


  

Classical Swine 
Fever 

Nagaland Govt asks piggery farmers to 
vaccinate pigs against Classical Swine 
Fever 
The Northeast Today – 22/01/21 
The Directorate of Animal Husbandry & 
Veterinary Services, Nagaland, has urged 
piggery farmers to get their pigs 
vaccinated against Classical Swine Fever 
(CSF). 
  

  

Aquatic Animals Helping small-scale shrimp farmers gain 
sustainability recognition 
The Fish Site – 22/01/21 
A new initiative to promote promote both 
social and environmental sustainability in 
small-scale shrimp farms in Southeast 
Asia has been launched this week. 
  
A path to fish-friendly hydropower 
Power Technology – 25/01/21 
A Europe-wide project called FIThydro 
has been working with research and 
industrial partners to study the negative 
effects of existing hydroelectric power 
plants on fish populations and aquatic 
habitats to deliver new assessment and 
decision-making support tools. 
  
The economics and ethics of improving 
the welfare of farmed fish 
The Fish Site – 25/01/21 
Marco Cerqueira, author of Fish Welfare 
Initiative’s new report on global 
aquaculture, explains why carp welfare in 
India is a key focus area for the startup 
and how this can be improved. 
  

  

Bees Quarter of known bee species have not 
been recorded since 1990 
The Guardian – 22/01/21 
The number of wild bee species recorded 
by an international database of life on 
Earth has declined by a quarter since 
1990, according to a global analysis of bee 
declines. 
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Staggering number of wild 
bee species unaccounted for 

since the '90s 
CNN – 22/01/21 

We haven’t seen a quarter 
of known bee species since 

the 1990s 
National Geographic – 

22/01/21 
  

Pesticides could be turning bees into 
insomniacs, studies suggest 
Daily Sabah – 24/01/21 
For years, studies have been warning of 
the negative impact of pesticides on 
pollinators, but even the chemicals that 
don’t directly kill the bees may be 
drugging them and leaving them too 
drowsy to show up for work. 
  

Veterinary 
Products 

    

AMR The other pandemic: Once-treatable 
diseases are growing resistant to 
antibiotics 
The Conversation – 24/01/21 
Ten million deaths per year by 2050 
related to antimicrobial resistance — 
that’s what a large British study, 
conducted in 2014, predicts if the current 
trend continues. Despite the strong 
efforts deployed in recent years, these 
figures are unfortunately still valid. 
  
Is it possible to rear broilers without 
antibiotics? 
The Poultry Site – 25/01/21 
Prevention of coccidiosis in chickens with 
live vaccines means suspending the use 
of anticoccidials, but a reduction in other 
antibiotics has also been observed. 
Reduction in antibiotic use in animal 
production is currently one of the aims 
of the poultry industry. Antimicrobial 
resistance has become a global public 
health problem in humans and livestock 
and plans to reduce the use of antibiotics 
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are being implemented by the 
authorities in most countries. 
  
New project to tackle Bovine Mastitis 
and reduce AMR 
Farming Life – 23/01/21 
A research project to tackle bovine 
mastitis and reduce the use of broad-
spectrum antibiotics in dairy cattle – the 
widescale use of which can contribute to 
the development of antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) – is being launched by 
the Institute for Global Food Security 
(IGFS) at Queen’s University Belfast in 
partnership with AgriSearch and the Agri-
Food & Biosciences Institute (AFBI). 
  

International 
Trade 

DDG Wolff stresses need to make 
progress in WTO negotiations to 
enhance resilience of farm sector 
World Trade Organization – 22/01/21 
Addressing agriculture ministers at the 
Global Forum for Food and Agriculture in 
Berlin on 22 January, Deputy Director-
General Alan Wolff highlighted the 
resilience of agricultural production and 
trade in the face of the COVID-19 crisis. 
The pandemic has underlined the need 
for policymakers to adhere to some key 
principles, including open markets, and 
transparency, he said 
  
Dutch customs warn British meat traders 
to have correct animal health reports 
Dutch News – 22/01/21 
Dutch customs officials are warning 
British importers to have all of their 
veterinary health certificates in order if 
they want to bring meat products into 
Europe as a non-European country. 
  
Animal Health rejects shipments of 2,671 
cattle at Tripoli port 
Libya Herald – 25/01/21 
Libya’s National Centre for Animal Health 
reported Saturday (23 January) that it had 
refused to approve entry of two 
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shipments totalling 2,671 cattle. The 
livestock shipments had arrived at Tripoli 
port earlier in January. 
  
Animal trade placed under more scrutiny 
China Daily – 23/01/21 
Trading of animals will be put under 
greater scrutiny for epidemic prevention 
and control and public health, according 
to a revised law adopted by China's top 
legislature on Friday. 
  

Livestock Department applies to downgrade 
Ireland’s BSE risk status to ‘negligible’ 
AgriLand – 22/01/21 
The Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine has applied to the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) to 
have Ireland’s BSE (bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy) risk status downgraded 
from ‘controlled’ to the lowest status of 
‘negligible’. 
  
Élevage : prêt de 8 millions de têtes de 
bétail en vaccination dans la région de 
Tahoua 
Naimey et les 2 Jours – 23/01/21 
La Direction régionale de l’élevage de 
Tahoua a lancé ce jeudi, une campagne de 
vaccination du cheptel contre des 
maladies telles que péripneumonie 
bovine (PPCB), la peste des petits 
ruminants (PPR) et la pasteurellose des 
camelins. 
  
Filière élevage : Les autorités lancent une 
campagne de vaccination de 63, 5 
millions de cheptel 
Mali Web – 25/01/21 
Le Draal de Kati situé à plus d’une 
vingtaine de Km de Bamako a servi de 
cadre hier dimanche au lancement de la 
campagne de vaccination du cheptel 
national. L’édition 2020-2021 concerne 
63 548 400 animaux, selon le ministre de 
l’agriculture. 
  

Excerpt: “The gain 
negligible status, a risk 
assessment in line with 
OIE guidelines must be 
carried out, and certain 
surveillance measures, 
again in accordance with 
OIE guidelines, must be 
in place.” 
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Biodiversity The Finance for Biodiversity Pledge 
Bloomberg – 22/01/21 
The Finance for Biodiversity Pledge is an 
initiative committed to the protection 
and restoration of biodiversity through 
financing activities and investments. A 
total of 37 financial institutions with 
almost $6 trillion of assets under 
management are now taking part. 
  

  

Climate Change DSM launches its sustainability platform 
‘Reducing emissions from livestock’ as 
part of We Make It Possible 
The Pig Site – 25/01/21 
Royal DSM, a global science-based 
company active in nutrition, health and 
sustainable living, has launched its 
sustainability platform, Reducing 
emissions from livestock, as part of its 
recent strategic initiative We Make It 
Possible. 
  

  

Partners Innovation key to feed the world in times 
of pandemics and climate change 
FAO – 22/01/21 
FAO Director-General QU Dongyu today 
addressed the Agriculture Ministers' 
Conference in Berlin underscoring the 
importance, in the wake of COVID-19, of 
continued global cooperation to find new 
ways to strengthen the sustainability of 
agri-food systems, and outlined FAO and 
its partners' role in this. 

Excerpt: “Echoing the 
FAO Director-General's 
earlier messages at the 
GFFA, the manifesto 
supports the 
improvement and 
broadening of current 
international 
collaboration under the 
One Health approach, in 
particular the FAO-OIE-
WHO information 
systems for early 
warning, transparent 
reporting, and 
investigation of animal 
and zoonotic disease 
outbreaks.” 
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