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Highlight/s 
  
WHO's Covid mission to Wuhan: 'It's not about finding China guilty' 
The Guardian – 12/01/2021 
Scientists express caution about what they may find and the political sensitivity around 
investigation. 
  
Eradication of Peste des petits ruminants disease in sight 
FAO- 13/01/2021 
Outbreaks of this highly contagious animal disease decrease considerably in recent years 

• Quote: "We recognize that vaccination against PPR is central to the eradication of 
the disease and to protect animal health and welfare, as well livelihoods. The PPR 
vaccine bank provides farmers with timely and affordable access to high-quality 
vaccines enabling countries and regions to declare themselves free of PPR," said 
Jean-Philippe Dop, the OIE Deputy Director General of Institutional Affairs and 
Regional Activities. 

  

THEMATIC HEADLINE – JOURNAL - DATE – 
ARTICLE’S LEAD 

OIE COMMUNICATIONS 
UNIT COMMENTS 

Emerging Diseases     

COVID-19 Endangered gorillas at San Diego Zoo 
test positive for coronavirus 
Independent – 12/01/2021 
Gorillas are doing fine, according to park 
staff 
  
USDA Announces Confirmation of 
COVID-19 in Gorillas at a California Zoo 
Gold Rush Cam – 13/01/2021 
The United States Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) 
on Monday announced confirmation of 
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes 
COVID-19) in three gorillas at the San 
Diego Zoo Safari Park in California. 
These are the first gorillas in the United 
States to be confirmed positive for 
SARS-CoV-2. 
  
WHO's Covid mission to Wuhan: 'It's 
not about finding China guilty' 
The Guardian – 12/01/2021 

Excerpt 
United States, the 
Netherlands, France, 
Spain, Italy, Sweden, 
Canada, Greece and 
Lithuania have all 
reported mink with 
coronavirus infections, 
according to the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health. 
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Scientists express caution about what 
they may find and the political 
sensitivity around investigation. 
  
Origines du coronavirus : comment 
vont travailler les enquêteurs de l’OMS 
dépêchés en Chine ? 
Le Parisien – 14/01/2021 
Une dizaine d’experts arrivent ce jeudi 
en Chine, afin d’enquêter sur les 
prémices du coronavirus. Leurs 
investigations s’avéreront ardues. 
  
Covid : l'enquête de l'OMS à Wuhan en 
quatre questions 
Les Echos – 14/01/2021 
Une équipe de dix experts de 
l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé 
arrive ce jeudi dans la métropole 
chinoise pour rechercher les origines du 
Covid-19. Une enquête qui a mis du 
temps à se mettre en place et dont les 
futures conclusions font déjà débat. 
  
Researchers map genetic changes that 
may have facilitated SARS-CoV-2’s 
jump from bats to humans 
News – 13/01/2021 
The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) pandemic continues to ravage the 
globe. To date, over 91.62 million cases 
and more than 1.96 million deaths have 
been reported worldwide. 
  

Food Safety Yellow mealworm safe for humans to 
eat, says EU food safety agency 
The Guardian – 13/01/2021 
Move paves way for high-protein 
maggot-like insect to be approved for 
consumption across Europe 
  

Edible insects: the science of novel 
food evaluations 

EFSA – 13/01/2021 
  
Regulatory breakthrough for Europe's 

insect producers 

Related scientific 
opinion 
Safety of dried yellow 
mealworm (Tenebrio 
molitor larva) as a novel 
food pursuant to 
Regulation (EU) 
2015/2283 
EFSA 
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The Fish Site – 14/01/2021 
  

Food Security How American agriculture can work 
with the EU on food sustainability 
Euractiv – 13/01/2021 
We must build more resilient, 
sustainable global food systems that 
can feed an increasingly hungry world, 
or there will be dire consequences, 
warn Kip Tom and Ronald J. Gidwitz. 
  

  

Animal Welfare Bird Flu or Inhumane Farming; Animals 
in Farms are at a Higher Risk of 
Diseases 
Goa Chronicle – 14/01/2021 
World Animal Protection has received 
appalling reports that large numbers of 
poultry animals have been culled and 
more are being planned to avoid the risk 
of Bird Flu spread. 
  

Excerpt 
World Animal Protection 
is aware that huge 
number of chickens are 
being culled without 
following OIE 
recommended 
guidelines.  

Animal Health 
  
  

Report calls for new farm animal health 
and welfare body 
Vet times – 13/01/2021 
A report has called for establishment of 
a dedicated body for farm animal health 
and welfare led by the farming and 
veterinary sectors. 
  

Related report 
Animal Medicine Best 
Practice: 
unlocking the potential 
for UK 
farming 
12/2020 

Avian Influenza Grippe aviaire : « L’industrie agricole a 
créé un nid douillet pour les 
pathogènes » 
Le Monde – 13/01/2021 
Depuis début décembre, plus de 380 
000 canards ont été abattus 
préventivement pour tenter de 
circonscrire l’épizootie de H5N8. La 
journaliste Lucile Leclair voit en 
l’industrialisation des élevages l’une des 
causes majeures du virus. 
  
Still reeling from COVID-19, Asia’s 
poultry farmers are battling bird flu 
outbreaks 
The Poultry Site – 14/01/2021 
Asia’s poultry industry is confronting 
the region’s worst bird flu outbreak in 

Excerpt 
Pour l’Organisation 
mondiale de la santé 
animale [OIE, autrefois 
Office international des 
épizooties], la faune 
sauvage est le premier 
facteur de maladies 
infectieuses dans le 
monde. 
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years, with the virus being detected 
across farms from Japan to India. 
  
Bird Flu: Call to Arms, Not Panic 
The Economic Times – 14/01/2021 
The avian influenza outbreak across 10 
states is a reminder that there could be 
pandemics other than Covid. Zoonotic 
diseases — those originating from 
animals other than humans — account 
for 60% of known infectious diseases 
and 75% of emerging ones. While the 
bird flu outbreak should not cause 
panic, it should ensure a more serious 
engagement on zoonotic diseases and 
their prevention 
  
Bird Flu Not Detected In Poultry Birds 
In Delhi, Say Officials 
NTDV – 14/01/2021 
Delhi Animal Husbandry Unit confirmed 
none of the poultry samples sent from 
the city - including Asia's largest chicken 
market in Ghazipur - had bird flu. Last 
week, the wholesale market was shut 
for 10 days as a precautionary measure. 
  
Panic across the Channel: Macron in 
race against time to stop terrifying bird 
flu outbreak 
Express – 11/01/2021 
BIRD flu has been identified in the south 
of France, with President Emmanuel 
Macron - already under pressure over 
his handling of the coronavirus vaccine 
rollout - being warned the country faces 
a race against time to contain the 
disease. 
  

  PH 'eradicates' bird flu, says DA 
CNN Philippines – 13/01/2021 
The Philippines has “eradicated” bird flu 
less than a year after the disease of 
poultry, which can be transmitted to 
people, reemerged in the country, an 
official disclosed on Tuesday. 
  

Excerpt 
Once approved by the 
Agriculture chief, the 
report will be sent to the 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health for 
publication on its 
website. 
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Peste des petits 
ruminants 

Eradication of Peste des petits 
ruminants disease in sight 
FAO- 13/01/2021 
Outbreaks of this highly contagious 
animal disease decrease considerably in 
recent years 
  

Se vislumbra la erradicación de la 
peste de los pequeños ruminates 

Diario Veterinario – 14/01/2021 
  

UN Reports Major Progress Towards 
Eradicating Sheep And Goat Plague 

Scoop World – 14/01/2021 
  

Quote 
"We recognize that 
vaccination against PPR is 
central to the eradication 
of the disease and to 
protect animal health 
and welfare, as well 
livelihoods. The PPR 
vaccine bank provides 
farmers with timely and 
affordable access to high-
quality vaccines enabling 
countries and regions to 
declare themselves free 
of PPR," said Jean-
Philippe Dop, the OIE 
Deputy Director General 
of Institutional Affairs 
and Regional Activities. 

Foot and Mouth 
Disease 

Namibia hit with a new outbreak of 
FMD 
The Cattle Site – 14/01/2021 
Foot and mouth disease outbreak 
spreads further in Namibia, prompting 
renewed biosecurity efforts. 
  

  

Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy 

Mad Cow disease case reported in 
Spain 
Outbreaks News Today – 11/01/2021 
The Ministerio de Agricultura in Madrid, 
Spain recently notified the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) of 
a case of Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) in a cow on a 
farm in Viniegra de Arriba, La Rioja. 
  

  

Veterinary Products Advancements against African swine 
fever virus 
The Fence Post – 12/01/2021 
At the Plum Island Animal Disease 
Center in Orient Point, N.Y., ARS 
microbiologist(s), Douglas Gladue uses a 
confocal microscope to monitor cell 
cultures of ASFV vaccine candidates to 
determine when they are ready for 
harvesting, while Manuel Borca is 
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pipetting dilutions to determine the 
amount of an ASFV vaccine that was 
produced. Photo by Kathleen Apicelli, 
PIADC 
  

Livestock NPPC campaign to showcase the 
industry's environmental stewardship 
The Pig Site – 14/01/2021 
The National Pork Producers Council 
(NPPC) has introduced a multimedia 
campaign, “Farming today for 
tomorrow,” to highlight US pork 
producers’ long-standing commitment 
to environmental stewardship and 
further reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
  
NFU UK voices agreement with The 
Times opinion piece on sustainable 
meat 
The Cattle Site – 13/01/2021 
National Farmers Union (NFU) Deputy 
President Stuart Roberts has written to 
The Times about eating sustainably and 
why going meat-free for January may 
not bring the expected climate 
benefits. 
  

Related campaign 
Farming today for 

tomorrow 
  

Biodiversity 
One Planet Summit 

for Biodiversity 2021 

  
One Planet – FAO’s work on 
biodiversity, One Health and climate 
FAO – 13/01/2021 
Speaking at the One Planet Summit, 
held on 11 January 2021, the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), QU Dongyu, highlighted FAO’s 
track records leading the work on 
biodiversity across agriculture and food 
sectors, recognizing the importance of 
environmental sustainability as a key 
determinant of a long term “One Health 
for All.” 
  
Paris summit says biodiversity key for 
human survival, but major players 
absent 

  
Extract 
FAO, collaborating 
closely with the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) and the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE), promotes 
One Health in work on 
food security, 
sustainable agriculture, 
food safety, 
antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR), nutrition, animal 
and plant health, 
fisheries, and livelihoods. 
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RFI – 12/01/2021 
While some decried the one-day One 
Planet Summit hosted by French 
president Emmanuel Macron, others 
say it is reassuring that world leaders 
are finally recognising the importance of 
protecting ecosystems for the survival 
of the human species. 
  

  Public hearing on link between 
biodiversity loss and pandemics such 
as COVID-19 
European Parliament – 13/01/2021 
The Parliament hearing on “Facing the 
sixth mass extinction and increasing risk 
of pandemics: what role for the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030” will be 
held on Thursday. 
  
Indigenous peoples wary of UN 
biodiversity rescue plan 
France 24 – 13/01/2021 
As crunch UN talks to reverse the 
accelerating destruction of nature 
loom, indigenous peoples are sounding 
an alarm over proposed conservation 
plans they say could clash with their 
rights. 
  
Biodiversity loss is not just associated 
with zoonotic diseases, it also weakens 
our ability to fight them 
The Times of India – 13/01/2021 
Covid-19 has put the spotlight on 
zoonotic origins of diseases. Wildlife 
trade and consumption, high densities 
of human and livestock, together with 
our continued expansion into natural 
spaces will increase the risk of pathogen 
spillover from wildlife to humans. This 
causal link between biodiversity and 
human well-being is in sharp focus, but 
another pertinent link exists that needs 
to be discussed as well. 
  

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95309/public-hearing-on-link-between-biodiversity-loss-and-pandemics-such-as-covid-19
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95309/public-hearing-on-link-between-biodiversity-loss-and-pandemics-such-as-covid-19
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95309/public-hearing-on-link-between-biodiversity-loss-and-pandemics-such-as-covid-19
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210113-indigenous-peoples-wary-of-un-biodiversity-rescue-plan
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210113-indigenous-peoples-wary-of-un-biodiversity-rescue-plan
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/biodiversity-loss-is-not-just-associated-with-zoonotic-diseases-it-also-weakens-our-ability-to-fight-them/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/biodiversity-loss-is-not-just-associated-with-zoonotic-diseases-it-also-weakens-our-ability-to-fight-them/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/biodiversity-loss-is-not-just-associated-with-zoonotic-diseases-it-also-weakens-our-ability-to-fight-them/


Wildlife Sea lion's death from tuberculosis on 
Kangaroo Island prompts call for more 
testing 
ABC – 14/01/2021 
An animal scientist wants more 
Australian sea lions tested for 
tuberculosis, after one of the creatures 
was found to have died from the disease 
on Kangaroo Island. 
  

  

International Trade China’s 2020 meat imports nearly at 10 
million tonnes 
The Pig Site – 14/01/2021 
Chinese customs data shows that it 
imported 9.91 million tonnes of meat 
in 2020, up 60 percent on 2019. 
  
Hong Kong suspends more poultry 
imports from across the globe 
The Poultry Site – 14/01/2021 
Hong Kong has suspended poultry 
imports from multiple regions in France, 
Poland, the UK, Germany, Japan and 
South Korea as avian influenza 
continues to spread. 
  

  

Partners Strengthening vital partnership 
between WHO and France 
WHO – 13/12/2021 
On 7 December 2020 high level 
representatives from the French 
government and WHO gathered 
virtually for their annual strategic 
dialogue to take stock of collaboration 
during the year 2020 and to discuss key 
joint priorities for collaboration for 
2021. The objective of the meeting was 
to agree on specific ways to enhance 
cooperation and a road map around key 
areas: the WHO Academy, health 
emergencies preparedness and 
response, including COVID-19 response, 
investing in resilient health systems in 
particular through primary health care 
and multilateralism in health with a 
strengthened WHO as the leader in 
global health. 
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Miscellaneous  L'inquiétante progression des déserts 
vétérinaires 
Boursora Mag – 11/01/2021 
Selon un rapport du Sénat, les 
vétérinaires se font de plus en plus rares 
sur certaines régions françaises. La 
profession est pourtant essentielle, 
notamment en matière de détection 
des zoonoses, ces maladies 
transmissibles de l'animal à l'homme. 
Pour pallier la situation, le Sénat et 
l'Assemblée nationale viennent de voter 
en novembre une série de mesures 
permettant d'aider les vétérinaires à 
s'installer en milieux ruraux. 
  

  

 

https://www.boursorama.com/boursoramag/actualites/l-inquietante-progression-des-deserts-veterinaires-c6b2ef445c48c4ec39a4779cc0a5413f
https://www.boursorama.com/boursoramag/actualites/l-inquietante-progression-des-deserts-veterinaires-c6b2ef445c48c4ec39a4779cc0a5413f

