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WHO Kicks Off Wider Probe Into Coronavirus Origin But With Virtual Meeting Between 
Experts 
International Business Times – 02/11/20 
The World Health Organization and China have been facing criticism since the beginning of 
Coronavirus pandemic from many quarters, especially from US President Donald Trump 
who himself fell victim to the infection. But no one has an accurate answer to the origin of 
COVID-19. 

• Excerpt “The investigation is expected to include both medical and animal 
healthcare experts who are affiliated with the Geneva-based health agency, as well 
as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the US and the World Organisation for 
Animal Health, along with specialists from other countries.” 
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Animal Welfare Three ways to assess your herd’s 
‘positive welfare state’ 
The Pig Site – 04/11/20 
The “Five Freedoms” have been the 
foundation for establishing sound animal 
welfare practices since they were 
developed by Britain’s Farm Animal 
Welfare Council in 1965. Freedom from 
hunger and thirst; freedom from 
discomfort; freedom from pain, injury or 
disease; freedom to express normal 
behavior; and freedom from fear and 
distress established the recommended 
base levels of care for animals. Now, 
more than 50 years later, researchers 
have additional tools and technologies 
to take that basic knowledge a step 
further. 
  
Realising the potential of animal 
welfare 
Farm Weekly – 02/11/20 
To meet consumer expectations and 
ensure future profitability in Australia's 
beef industry, greater focus must be 
placed on the continual improvement of 
animal welfare practices during the 
handling and transport of cattle. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Related Article 
Un dictamen pedido por 
la CE recomienda aturdir 
al animal antes de 
sacrificarlo para evitarle 
dolor 
EFE: Agro – 05/11/20 
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Slaughter of cattle: welfare issues 
assessed 
EFSA – 03/11/20 
EFSA has published an assessment of the 
welfare of cattle at slaughter, based on 
the most up-to-date scientific studies 
and research. The scientific opinion is 
the latest in a series on the welfare of 
animals at slaughter requested by the 
European Commission. It follows 
assessments covering poultry, rabbits 
and pigs. 

Food Security New community initiative supports 
food security efforts in UAE 
Horti Daily – 03/11/20 
The International Center for Biosaline 
Agriculture (ICBA) has successfully 
completed a unique community 
initiative aimed at raising public 
awareness about agriculture and food 
production under local conditions and 
contributing to broader food security 
efforts in the UAE. 
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Risk analysis and UK authorisation of 
substances in food and feed – what you 
need to know for January 2021 
New Food – 05/11/20 
When we leave the EU in January 2021, 
the Food Standards Agency (FSA) and 
Food Standards Scotland (FSS) will take 
on responsibility for recommending 
whether new food and animal feed 
substances and processes are authorised 
for the UK market. 
  
Study gives insight into bushmeat 
preferences in Uganda 
Food Safety News – 03/11/20 
Researchers have expanded 
understanding of the potential for 
exposure to and infection with zoonotic 
pathogens in the bushmeat trade. 
Scientists believe that if they can help 
bushmeat traders and consumers keep 
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themselves safe, perhaps their 
communities can also be protected. 

Animal Health Advanced Diagnostics Help Battle 
Evolving Pinkeye Challenges 
Bovine Veterinarian – 03/11/20 
With the capability for an untreated 
pinkeye infection to lead to blindness 
and permanent damage within 72 hours 
or less, an outbreak can be an emotional 
and challenging battle for producers. 
Outbreaks have become more prevalent 
within vaccinated herds due to emerging 
species of pinkeye bacteria. As pinkeye 
becomes more complex to control, 
advanced diagnostics play a critical role 
in providing producers and veterinarians 
with a solution. 
  
IDF Animal Health report 14 Published 
Dairy Reporter – 02/11/20 
The International Dairy Federation (IDF) 
has today released the 14th edition of its 
Animal Health Report, presenting animal 
health and welfare research from 11 
different countries and three 
international organizations.  
  
Biosecurity threats like pandemics will 
continue to rise if Australia doesn’t act, 
CSIRO finds 
The Mandarin – 04/11/20 
Australia must transform its biosecurity 
system in order to protect public health, 
the environment and the 
competitiveness of key industries from 
the rising threat of severe biosecurity 
events like pandemics, according to new 
research by the CSIRO. 
  
Au nom de la biosécurité 
Le Monde Diplomatique – 04/11/20 
Comment enrayer les épidémies dans les 
élevages, d’autant plus inquiétantes que 
certains virus — impossible de l’ignorer 
désormais — franchissent la barrière des 
espèces ? La réponse sanitaire 
internationale ressemble à une fuite en 

Related Study 
Moraxella spp. isolated 
from field outbreaks of 
infectious bovine 
keratoconjunctivitis: a 
retrospective study of 
case submissions from 
2010 to 2013 
PubMed.gov - 2014 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Related Report 
IDF Animal Health Report 
N14 
IDF – 2020 
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avant du modèle industriel. Les mesures 
prônées menacent la santé et les 
écosystèmes, tout en condamnant les 
exploitations à taille humaine. 

COVID-19 Denmark to cull millions of minks after 
coronavirus mutation spreads to 
humans 
TheJournal.ie – 04/11/20 
DENMARK, THE WORLD’S biggest 
producer of mink fur, said today it would 
cull all of the country’s minks after a 
mutated version of the new coronavirus 
was detected at mink farms and had 
spread to people.  
  
Putting One Health thinking at the heart 
of the European Green Deal 
The Parliament – 03/11/20 
The Coronavirus pandemic has shown us 
why we need closer cooperation 
between veterinary and human health 
sectors, writes Roxane Feller. 
  
Covid-19 : faut-il faire appel aux 
vétérinaires pour combattre le virus ? 
Le Parisien – 04/11/20 
Le député Loïc Dombreval propose 
d’intégrer un spécialiste de la santé 
animale au Conseil scientifique, nous le 
révélons en exclusivité. Peu sollicités 
jusqu’à présent, ces experts ont 
pourtant une connaissance fine des 
coronavirus et de leur gestion. 

Related Article 
Dinamarca desea 
sacrificar 15 millones de 
visones por COVID 
Chron – 04/11/20 
Denmark Will Kill All 
Farmed Mink, Citing 
Coronavirus Infections 
NY Times – 04/11/20 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Avian Influenza H5N8 bird flu moves into North 
Western Europe 
Poultry World – 04/11/20 
Up to 13,000 broiler breeders have been 
culled on a farm in Cheshire, England, 
following the discovery of the H5N8 bird 
flu strain. A week earlier a highly 
pathogenic variant hit a Dutch 
commercial farm and the virus has been 
found in multiple dead wild birds. 
  
  
Avian flu virus detected from South 
Korea, Russia to western Europe 

The Netherlands (H5N8) 
  
Related Articles 
'Bird flu' outbreak 
confirmed at farm near 
Frodsham 
The Standard – 03/11/20 
BPC seeks to reassure 
poultry farmers after 
outbreak of bird flu 
The Poultry Site – 
04/11/20 
  
South Korea (H5N8) 
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Watt Poultry – 04/11/20 
While Russia and Israel report further 
outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) in poultry, first cases of 
the season have been detected in 
western Europe. Wild birds at two 
locations in South Korea have tested 
positive for a related virus. 
  
Évolution européenne de l’Influenza 
aviaire hautement pathogène : la 
France élève à nouveau le niveau de 
risque et renforce la mise en œuvre de 
mesures de prévention dans les 
élevages de volailles 
Ministère de l’Agriculture et de 
l’Alimentation – 05/11/20 
Depuis la détection du virus influenza 
aviaire hautement pathogène H5N8 sur 
deux cygnes aux Pays-Bas le 23 octobre, 
le nombre de cas dans la faune sauvage 
ne cesse de croître en Europe. Des foyers 
domestiques et des cas dans l’avifaune 
sauvage ont été confirmés non 
seulement aux Pays-Bas mais également 
en Allemagne et au Royaume-Uni. 
  
Mass chicken culling in Japan after bird 
flu outbreak 
AA – 05/11/20 
Japan on Thursday began culling around 
330,000 chickens after the confirmation 
of a “highly pathogenic” bird flu 
outbreak in nearly three years, local 
media reported.  

Russia (H5N8) 
Israel (H5N8) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Related Article: 
Grippe aviaire : trois 
questions sur l'alerte 
renforcée dans 46 
départements français 
L’Express – 05/11/20 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Related Article: 
Japan Has 1st Bird Flu 
Outbreak at Farm in 34 
Months 
Nippon – 05/11/20 

African Swine Fever Bulgaria detects 23 ASF cases 
The Pig Site – 04/11/20 
According to reporting in See News, 
Bulgaria has logged 23 cases of African 
swine fever in wild boar since the 
hunting season started on 3 October. 10 
cases have been reported in the South-
eastern Yambol region. Other areas have 
reported fewer cases. 
  

Bulgaria (Notification) 

Rabies Villagers urged to vaccinate dogs 
Chronicle – 05/11/20 
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VILLAGERS in Gwanda have been urged 
to vaccinate their dogs after six rabid 
dogs were shot down in Makwe Village, 
Ward 8 after they had attacked and 
killed goats from the area. The 
Department of Veterinary Services last 
week vaccinated around 450 dogs from 
the area in a bid to contain the disease. 

Rift Valley Fever Rift Valley fever: surveillance measures 
assessed 
EFSA – 04/11/20 
EFSA has completed its series of 
assessments on Rift Valley fever (RVF) 
with a scientific opinion looking at the 
effectiveness of surveillance and control 
measures in the EU. 

  

Aquatic Animals Fisheries subsidies negotiations chair 
introduces revised draft consolidated 
text 
World Trade Organization – 02/11/20 
At a 2 November meeting convened at 
the level of heads of delegations to the 
WTO, the chair of the Negotiating Group, 
Ambassador Santiago Wills (Colombia), 
presented a revised draft consolidated 
text for an agreement on fisheries 
subsidies. 
  
Biomass: the billion-dollar shrimp 
question 
The Fish Site – 02/11/20 
As part of the on-going series on The Fish 
Site, the shrimp farming experts at Alune 
outline the current techniques for 
measuring shrimp biomass and explain 
how emerging technologies can give 
producers accurate estimates without 
compromising shrimp welfare. 
  
New treatment strategy for amoebic gill 
disease could revolutionise parasitic 
treatment in humans 
The Fish Site – 03/11/20 
A new research project hopes to develop 
a treatment for amoebic gill disease 
(AGD) by exploiting a vulnerability in the 
parasite that causes it. If successful, they 
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could safeguard the sustainability and 
welfare of farmed Atlantic salmon, while 
also driving down the cost of treating 
debilitating parasitic infections in the 
developing world. 
  
Evaluating shrimp microbiota diversity 
in an Aquamimicry system 
Global Aquaculture Alliance – 02/11/20 
Results of this study showed that the 
microbial communities – shrimp 
intestines, pond water and sediment – 
were significantly distinct in an 
Aquamimicry system, like this one in 
southern Thailand. These communities 
were significantly different at different 
shrimp culture stages, possibly reflecting 
the health conditions of the shrimp. 

Bees Defra launches the Healthy Bees Plan 
2030 to help protect honey bees 
UK Government – 03/11/20 
Honey bees contribute directly to local 
food production and make an important 
contribution, through pollination, to 
crop production and the wider 
environment. 
  
The Problem with Honey Bees 
Conservation – 04/11/20 
To many people, honey bees symbolize 
prosperity, sustainability and 
environmentalism. But as a honey bee 
researcher, I have to tell you that only 
the first item on that list is defensible. 
Although they are important for 
agriculture, honey bees also destabilize 
natural ecosystems by competing with 
native bees—some of which are species 
at risk. 
  
To bee or not to bee: Why Kashmir must 
act fast to protect its honey industry 
Daily O – 03/11/20 
The ongoing Covid pandemic has made 
everyone aware of the immense health 
benefits of consuming honey. Kashmiri 
honey, on its part, is known for its quality 
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and health benefits globally. The quality 
of Kashmiri honey is of such renown that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gifted it 
to Queen Elizabeth II during his maiden 
voyage to England, among other 
products treasured for their goodness. 

One Health One Health Day 2020 – Disease 
Prevention, Public Health and Global 
Security in Action 
Biodefense – 03/11/20 
This year One Health Day celebrations 
are especially poignant. In the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, One Health is being 
recognized and embraced as needed 
now more than ever. On the zoonotic 
diseases front the public is beginning to 
understand that we are now living what 
the global One Health Community has 
been teaching and warning about for 
over 15 years. It is more urgent now than 
ever to make One Health thinking and 
acting the default way of doing business 
at all levels of academia, research, 
government and policy. 
  
November 3rd is "One Health Day" 
RFD-TV – 03/11/20 
"Where the players in the One Health 
space, so individuals that represent 
human health, animal health, and 
environmental health, and recognize 
that these sectors of health are so 
intertwined that we need to look at 
emerging issues collectively," according 
to NPB's Dr. Heather Fowler. "Those 
players come together to raise 
awareness about this approach, as well 
as to really reaffirm their commitment to 
the One Health approach." 

Excerpt: “the One Health 
approach is being 
increasingly accepted by 
numerous major 
international 
organizations such as the 
World Medical 
Association (WMA), the 
World Veterinary 
Association (WVA), the 
World Health 
Organization (WHO), the 
Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the 
World Organization for 
Animal Health (OIE), the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA), and U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture (USDA).” 

Veterinary 
Products 

    

AMR How Covid-19 will increase the problem 
of antibiotic resistance 
RTE – 04/11/20 
The Covid-19 pandemic has made us all 
very aware of the power of 
microorganisms and the impact these 
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tiny organisms can have on every aspect 
of our lives. What many people may not 
realise is that we have been facing the 
silent pandemic of antibiotic resistance 
for several years. There is concern that 
some of the steps being taken to manage 
patients with Covid-19 will exacerbate 
the problem of antibiotic resistance. 
  
‘Antimicrobials: Handle with care’ to 
highlight fight against drug-resistant 
infections 
AgriLand – 02/11/20 
World Antimicrobial Awareness Week 
(WAAW) aims to increase awareness of 
global antimicrobial resistance and to 
encourage best practices among the 
general public, health workers and policy 
makers to avoid the further emergence 
and spread of drug-resistant infections. 
  
Comparative pharmacokinetics of 
intravenous and intramuscular 
cefquinome sulfate administration in 
ducklings and goslings 
AVMA – November 2020 
To compare the pharmacokinetics of 
cefquinome sulfate in ducklings and 
goslings after IV or IM administration of 
a single dose. 

International Trade South Korea and Taiwan ban UK poultry 
imports on bird flu fears 
The Poultry Site – 05/11/20 
Imports of chicken and duck meat from 
the UK to South Korea are being halted, 
while live poultry imports from the UK 
are banned in Taiwan. 
  
Porc : commerce compliqué en Belgique 
mais un vent d’optimisme à l’export 
Les Marches – 04/11/20 
La mauvaise tenue du marché du porc en 
Allemagne se répercute sur le marché 
belge. Désormais aucune exportation de 
porcs vivants n’est possible vers 
l’Allemagne, précise le Marché du porc 
breton. 
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Livestock UK health bodies call for new tax on 
meat to fight climate crisis 
Independent – 04/11/20 
Some of the UK’s leading health 
organisations have called for the 
introduction of a carbon tax on 
environmentally burdensome products 
such as meat. 
  
USDA Co-Hosts Free Livestock Risk 
Management Webinar 
Farm Journal’s Pork – 04/11/20 
The Extension Risk Management 
Education Program and USDA are 
hosting a webinar on Nov. 12 for 
agricultural producers and professionals 
focused on livestock risk management. 
The webinar is free to attend and will 
provide information on livestock 
markets, price risk, and risk 
management options available through 
USDA. 
Bovine kobuvirus ‐ a comprehensive 
review 
Wiley – 03/11/20 
Bovine kobuvirus (BKV) is a single‐
stranded, positive sense, non‐enveloped 
RNA virus in genus Kobuvirus of family 
Picornavirus. BKV was first identified in 
the culture media of HeLa cell containing 
calf serum in 2003. Since then, BKV has 
been detected in 13 countries of four 
different continents, suggesting 
widespread in the world. Herein, we 
review the detection and genomic 
characterization of BKV in 13 countries. 
All studies tested bovine fecal samples 
for BKV. 
  
Farmers urged to get cattle vaccines 
News Era Live – 05/11/20 
The Directorate of Veterinary Services 
(DVS) [Namibia] has urged farmers to 
take their cattle to crush pens for 
vaccination against foot-and-mouth 
disease following an outbreak in the two 
Kavango regions. 

Related Article 
Scientists propose tax on 
livestock, meat to help 
avert future pandemics 
Inquirer.net – 02/11/20 
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Climate Change 

Key to stem biodiversity loss, 
pandemics and climate change 
New Straits Times – 04/11/20 
CLIMATE change and biodiversity 
collapse represent a double crisis for our 
world. The threat is increasing and there 
is an urgent need to scale-up response 
efforts. Our immediate tendency is to 
look to technology for solutions. 
  
MSIG Asia champions biodiversity 
conservation through three-year 
partnership with conservation 
international Asia-Pacific 
News Anyway – 03/11/20 
MSIG Asia is committed to support 
biodiversity conservation efforts and 
work towards tangible conservation 
targets to be achieved at the end of 
three years in collaboration with 
Conservation International Asia-Pacific 
(CIAP) 
  
Economic and Food Security Impacts of 
Agricultural Input Reduction Under the 
European Union Green Deal’s Farm to 
Fork and Biodiversity Strategies 
USDA – 02/11/20 
The European Commission has proposed 
strategies that would impose restrictions 
on EU agriculture through targeted 
reductions in the use of land, 
antimicrobials, fertilizers, and pesticides. 
We perform a range of policy simulations 
to examine the economic implications of 
several of the proposed targets, finding 
reduction in global agriculture 
production, higher prices, less trade, and 
more global food insecurity. 
  
Tackling the biodiversity crisis: climate 
change data highlight priorities  
EuroNews – 02/11/20 
About nine million species of animals 
and plants are exposed to changes in the 
global climate. Monitoring how climate 
change affects wildlife and ecosystems 
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has become critical for directing 
conservation measures where life is 
most at risk.   

Partners One Health approach in West and 
Central Africa 
ReliefWeb – 04/11/20 
Human, animal and environmental 
health are intrinsically linked. This was 
highlighted during the recent zoonotic 
disease epidemics in West Africa 
including Ebola, anthrax, and highly 
pathogenic avian influenza. The Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) Emergency Centre 
for Transboundary Animal Diseases 
(ECTAD), with support of the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), promotes the 
adoption of One Health interdisciplinary 
approach. 
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